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DISCOVERING
Whoever comes into the Herder Institute on a researcher’s
quest may discover a great deal in the library and collections.
Yet you can learn something new without even leaving home:
our digital resources offer new research ﬁndings and
approaches.

5
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DISCOVERING
discover [dɪˈskʌvə(r)]
1
to be the ﬁrst to ﬁnd or ﬁnd out about
2.1 to learn about or encounter for the ﬁrst time
2.2 to ﬁnd after study or search

cientiﬁc curiosity and exploration are the
most important provisions for a trip up
the Marburg castle hill: Here at the Herder
Institute for Historical Research on East Central
Europe, the territories of Poland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, the Czech Republic, Slovakia and
the Kaliningrad region are considered and explored in their historical, cultural, transnational
and global contexts. In the materials of the Herder Institute and the wealth of knowledge of our
team, students, visitors, visiting scientists and
conference participants there is plenty of comprehensive information on different aspects of
the history of East Central Europe, including
the local traces of German history and culture.
Our research library and scientiﬁc collections
with around half a million publications, almost
5 million newspaper clippings, some 600,000
images, more than 40,000 maps, and 1,500
metres of shelves of written sources, offer extensive information on and research approaches to
any subject.

S

We are a member of the Leibniz Association,
one of the major research organizations in Germany. As such, we are funded by the federal
and state governments with a budget of about
5 million euros. Revenues and external funding
in addition to this amount to 850,000 euros per
year. The Herder Institute employs about 90
staff dedicated to a range of tasks and research
subjects: We are currently conducting about 15
projects of varying scope and funding, developing new online applications and producing
dissertations based on our materials. The various areas of service with their digital resources
such as the library, the research collections and
image archive, document collection and map
collection, the bibliography portal, newspaper
archive and publishing, are all key pillars of both
internal and external research.

i
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LEARNING
and

DISCUSSING
Learning is fruitful only through
discussion and debate:
We are reminded of this again and again,
both in the supervision of academic
dissertations and in our everyday work.

9
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LEARNING
learn [lɜːn]
1
2
3

For example researchers in our Leibniz Graduate School “History, Knowledge, Media in East
Central Europe” are working on several dissertations and post-doctoral projects which deal with
the historical practice of knowledge acquisition
and dissemination in their social and cultural
contexts. Our director, Prof. Peter Haslinger, who
is professor of Eastern European History at the
Justus Liebig University Giessen, is also spokesperson of the graduate school. Co-operation
partners are the International Graduate Centre
for the Study of Culture (GCSC) and the Giessen
Centre for Eastern European Studies (GiZo).

to gain knowledge of (something) or acquire skill in
(some art or practice)
to commit to memory
to gain by experience, example, etc. to acquire learning

e are always learning something new,
whether in internal and external training courses and seminars on subjects
from library software to coping with stress and
at our weekly in-house language courses. The
users of our facility also learn something new
every day: The treasures of our research collections provide sources for a wide variety of
historical questions which are developed into
project ideas, both in house and by external researchers. Our key project perspectives provide
the thematic approach:

W

•
•
•
•
•

Collecting, preserving and communicating
Image and media approaches to research
on East Central Europe
Cultures of knowledge and transnational
research dialogue
Space, region, city and environment
Political systems, majorities and minorities,
violence and security

The research topics in the Leibniz Graduate
School are scattered internationally and cover
the entire area of East Central Europe from the
Baltic to Hungary, reﬂecting the countries of origin of our students and post-docs. Postgraduate students are supported in the theoretical discussions by the Associate Members and Visiting Fellows, who come not only from East Central Europe, but also from Western and Northern
Europe and North America, thus contributing
other perspectives. A mentoring programme
supports young researchers to gain qualiﬁcations in research management such as securing
third-party funding or organizing conferences.
The ﬁrst port of call for all these projects is the
research library, which is the largest specialist
library with an East Central European focus in
the German-speaking countries. Whatever is
not available on site can be obtained quickly
through national and international interlibrary
loan. The inimitable collections, with their primary and often unique research materials, also
provide an invaluable source base.

i
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DISCUSSING
discuss [dɪˈskʌs]
1
2

to have a conversation about; consider by talking over; debate
to treat (a subject) in speech or writing

nly discussion makes the content interesting and valuable – what is discovered
and learned must be shared and beneﬁts from confrontation with other views. We
provide a forum for critical issues of historical
research on East Central Europe, for example
through our conferences, workshops and readings, and at external events such as historians’
days and book fairs. Thus very different audiences can be addressed. There is something for
both specialist historians of East Central Europe
and amateur and family researchers. Formats
especially for young researchers include the
summer school, masterclasses and workshops
which are often developed from the projects at
the Herder Institute.

O

Much is also discussed through the Collaborative Research Centre of the German Research
Foundation (DFG): from 2014 to 2017 the Herder Institute is working with the Philipp University of Marburg and Justus Liebig University
Giessen on the project “Dynamics of Security:
Processes of Securitization in Historical Perspective”, about how notions of security and insecurity developed and how they were incorporated
into the political process. This examines the political dynamics of different historical periods
and different areas which were associated with
securitization processes.
Synergies – and in this case this means, above
all, lively discussions in workshops, discussion
groups and at research conferences – also arise
with other projects at the Herder Institute, such
as a research group on “Violence Communities”. This group researches and analyses the
paramilitary units in Upper Silesia and the Baltic in the period between the two world wars,
in continuous collaboration with our partners at
the University in Giessen, who are working on
similar issues in other regional cases.

i
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COLLECTING
and
The key pillars of the Institute’s work are our collections,
which preserve diverse materials on various research subjects.

PRESERVING
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COLLECTING
collect [kəˈlekt]
1
2

to gather together or be gathered together
to accumulate (stamps, books, etc.) as a hobby or for study

ince the Institute was founded almost
everything related to East Central Europe
and its history has been collected: Not
only classic historical text sources such as archival materials, but also various types of visual
sources such as photographs, postcards, illustrations and, last but not least, maps. Of course
our collections are not all ﬁnalized but are extended year on year by new acquisitions, donations and deposits, including acquisitions from
private collections and bequests.

S

One example is the private collection of Prof.
Przemysław Urbańczyk from Warsaw, who collected approximately 1,100 monographs and
periodicals of the Polish underground press,
especially from the early 1980s. Since 2013
this holding of so-called samizdat publications
has been made fully accessible. As a workshop
at the Herder Institute on opposition cultures
and samizdat showed, currently these issues
are highly contested in terms of discourse: As
collective, contemporary historical phenomena
they can illuminate exciting cases of civil society
and alternative public spheres. At the same time
this collection raises pressing key issues of preservation: Due to the paper quality of the early
1980s, the papers are already partly difficult
to read – so how can they be preserved and, if
necessary, digitized?

Another unusual collection which is faced with
the same existential question is our press archive of about 5 million newspaper clippings on
themes related to the history of East Central
Europe, which was compiled from the Institute’s beginnings to 1999. The excerpts of the
resulting online database are searchable via a
register of persons, as well as by newspaper
title, author, and publication date. East (Central)
European, German, and international newspapers and relevant trade journals, and to some
extent radio reports – such as Radio Free Europe – were evaluated in order to present several
perspectives. The press clipping collection of
the German Institute for Contemporary History and the Institute of International Politics and
Economics of the GDR are a valuable addition
to the collection from 2011. The East German
point of view is clear here and can be juxtaposed with the West German, Polish, Czechoslovak and other perspectives.

i
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PRESERVING
preserve [prɪˈzɜːv]
1
2
3

to keep safe from danger or harm; protect
to protect from decay or dissolution; maintain
to maintain possession of; keep up

he research collections of the Institute
preserve extremely rich holdings: The
collection of documents encompasses
approximately 1,500 metres of shelves, which is
the walking distance from the Herder Institute
to Marburg City Hall and back.

T

A signiﬁcant portion of the Baltic cultural heritage is preserved in these archive boxes: For example, the holdings from archives in Riga, Tartu
and Tallinn, which were microﬁlmed in 19391940 and shortly thereafter fell victim to the destruction of war. These and other holdings can
now be brought together again in digital form
as part of a German-Baltic project and made
available to the public: The archive portal Hereditas Baltica (HerBalt) provides a virtual reading
room in which archival materials from the Baltic
and from the Herder Institute are available online, which makes research considerably easier
and completes the holdings in Germany and
the Baltic countries online.
The bequests and collections preserved in the
Herder Institute not only shed light on individuals and organizations but also often on contemporary historical issues. For example the image
archive preserves the photographic estate of
Ernst Stewner, a photographer in Poznań and
Greater Poland from 1932 to 1945, with numer-

ous landscapes and ethnographic images. His
photographs offer an insight into a multinational society in the interwar period and wartime. As
a German in a city that changed national affiliation between Poland and the German Reich
at this time, he had unique access to GermanPolish cultural heritage. The holdings of negatives, internegatives, positives, postcards, and
illustrations were completed in cooperation
with the “Zamek” cultural centre in Poznań and
made public in an exhibition and an extensive
bilingual catalogue. The photographs are also
available online.
The preservation of historical cultural heritage
in the digital age, however, raises major questions: How can analogue pieces be displayed
and reproduced so that the text and image content can be preserved permanently? How can
they best be made accessible for research? And
what does this mean for their material form? It is
certainly good for the centuries-old documents
if they do not have to be physically handled
for each research question. But is the experience of authenticity and historical dimension on
screen the same as with gloves, a face mask and
extraordinary caution with the fragile paper or
unique photographic plates? We ask ourselves
these questions every day – together with our
users, whose feedback ﬂows into the development of our digital resources.

i
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INSPIRING
and

RESEARCHING
The central source of inspiration for our work is
active participation in research into the history of
East Central Europe: Only by knowing the demands
of research well ourselves can we maintain an
excellent level of research service.
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INSPIRING
inspire [ɪnˈspaɪə(r)]
1
2

to exert a stimulating or beneﬁcial effect upon (a person);
animate or invigorate
to arouse (with a particular emotion or to a particular action); stir

ur collections inspire us again and again,
but external stimulation is just as important: The bodies of the Herder Institute
dictate the general conditions, and interconnection is crucial for us in our research work. The
Scientiﬁc Advisory Board and the Board of Trustees are made up of experts from various ﬁelds
so that we have recourse to not only external
historiographical expertise but also librarianship, media studies and information technology or museological experts from Germany and
East Central Europe.

O

Besides the institutional and personal, global networks within East Central European research which all our staff enjoy, the holders of
our Chairs are important advisors: The Leibniz
Chair was awarded for life to Prof. Włodzimierz
Borodziej. He is professor of 20th century history at the University of Warsaw and co-director of
the Imre Kertész Kolleg at the University of Jena.
Prof. Borodziej was co-editor of the multi-volume German language edition, “‘Our home has
become a foreign country to us...’ The Germans
East of the Oder and Neisse 1945-1950: Documents from Polish Archives” [‘Unsere Heimat ist
uns ein fremdes Land geworden...’ Die Deutschen östlich von Oder und Neiße 1945-1950:
Dokumente aus polnischen Archiven], which
was published by our Institute.

The Herder Chairs serve to ground the Institute more ﬁrmly in the German and especially
the regional research landscape. The deputy
spokesperson of our Leibniz Graduate School,
Prof. Hans-Jürgen Bömelburg, and Prof. Vadim
Oswalt ensure close ties to the Justus Liebig
University Giessen. We are also connected to
the University of Siegen through the Chair of
Prof. Claudia Kraft. Prof. Tatjana Tönsmeyer represents the connection to the University of
Wuppertal. All four Herder Chairs are involved
in cooperation projects such as the Leibniz
Graduate School, the editorial project “World
War II – Everyday Life under German Occupation” or the project “Polissya as an Interventional Landscape”. Furthermore, new project ideas
and conferences are developed collaboratively
and the digital resources of the Herder Institute
are critically examined.

i
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RESEARCHING
research [rɪˈsɜːtʃ]
to carry out investigations into (a subject, problem, etc.)

esearch activity is the foundation of our
work as is visible in the many dissertations
produced in house as well as the range of
publications, teaching and lecturing by our staff
team. The staff of the Herder Institute are active
in university teaching in Giessen, Marburg, Warsaw, Frankfurt, Darmstadt and Hanover; lectures
are given at home and abroad, at conferences
in Germany and East Central Europe, as well as
in Western Europe and North America. Another
important connection to universities worldwide
is our “Documents and Materials for East Central European History” collection of sources and
information for teaching which is freely available to everyone in thematic modules online. The

R

thematic modules range from the 20th century
in Poland – with modules on anti-Semitism, the
Holocaust and the German occupation policy in
World War II – to the Teutonic Order in medieval Prussia or the upheaval in Hungary in 19851990. Both broad themes (e.g. Soviet hegemony in East Central Europe from 1922 to 1991)
and speciﬁc questions (such as urban development in Poland in the Middle Ages) are considered. External specialists proven in their ﬁeld
write the introductory texts and put together relevant image and text sources which are available both in the original language and in German translation.

With our work, we also create an important
foundation for scientiﬁc research, such as in
our international joint project “Scientiﬁc Infrastructure for Art-Historical Monuments in East
Central Europe”, which we coordinate and implement together with the Centre for the History and Culture of East Central Europe (GWZO)
in Leipzig, the Image Archive Foto Marburg
and the art history departments of the Polish,
Slovak and Hungarian Academies of Sciences
and Charles University in Prague. We are establishing an interactive research platform with
which to apply and test methods, concepts and
products of digital art history. The ﬁrst step towards this involves about 4,000 particularly relevant art-historical monuments of East Central

Europe; both the images and the metadata are
also transferred to the German digital library
(Deutsche Digitale Bibliothek) and the European virtual library Europeana.

i

25

26

NETWORKING

Our network within global
East Central European research
sustains us in all aspects of our work.
This is where we ﬁnd suggestions for
the development of new services and
competent partners for conferences,
publications or large-scale access
projects.

and

OPENING UP

27

28

NETWORKING
network [ˈnetwɜːk]
1
2

to connect or be connected
to form contacts through informal social meetings

n institute such as ours is of course also
involved in larger networks. The ﬁrst
mention should go to the Leibniz Association whose Section A includes numerous
humanities institutes dedicated to historical
and cultural studies and educational research.
Within the Leibniz Association projects are managed collaboratively, such as the “DigiPortA”
and “Visual History” projects at the Herder Institute. Cooperation within the Leibniz Association is also furthered by its Research Alliances,
where the different orientations of the Leibniz
Institutes beneﬁt from each other. They act as a
contact point for politics, business, media and
civil society. The Herder Institute is involved in
two Leibniz Research Alliances: The “Historical
Authenticity“ alliance is devoted to the question
of how notions of historical and contemporary
authenticity inﬂuence the treatment of cultural
heritage, and the “Science 2.0” alliance deals
with a subject that affects the work of the Institute in a variety of ways: How do researchers
work with web technologies such as wikis, blogs
and social networks, and what potential lies hidden in these technologies?

A

Internationally, the Herder Institute is responsible for coordinating the cooperation between
the Leibniz Association and the Polish Academy
of Sciences: The two national research organizations of non-university institutes signed a cooperation agreement in 2010 which has since
borne fruit in various strategy meetings and an
exchange programme for young researchers
between institutes of both organizations.
As leader of the working group of non-university research institutes of East Central European
historical research our Institute is building close
relationships with about twelve other facilities
for mutual consultation at their annual meeting,
for example through cooperation with universities and the establishment of specialized information services. We are also closely linked with
facilities and institutions of East Central European historical research which are supported by
the Federal Commissioner for Culture and the
Media (BKM).

i
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OPENING UP
open up [ˈəʊpən ʌp] ]
1
2

to render accessible
to make or become more exciting or lively

he most extensive collections are not
worth much if they are not sufficiently accessible. Card catalogues may be almost
obsolete in the digital age; yet they have become a source for historical research themselves. Nevertheless, until a few years ago, the card
catalogue still played a signiﬁcant role in the research library: All paper-only media – i.e. published before 1984 – were included in the digital
catalogue OPAC in the course of retrospective
cataloguing and are thus available online, also
via composite library catalogues such as the
Hessian Library Information System (HeBIS), the
Karlsruhe Virtual Catalogue (KVK) or the global
WorldCat. Our library collections are searchable
in the bibliography portal, enriched with metadata and supplemented by publications that
we do not have on site. Even a description of
the content of articles from journals and anthologies are accessible here and made available to
online users.

T

The digital accessibility of our collections, developed in house with the latest scanner technology, is of course a primary goal of our work.
In 2015 a new department, “Digital History and
IT” was founded to bring together our knowledge and experience in the ﬁeld of digital resources and to ﬁnd new user-friendly solutions
for the electronic preparation and presentation
of sources and information. This does not only
strengthen the work on these topics in all existing departments, but also our networking within
the region through close cooperation with a junior professor for digital and visual history at the
University of Giessen.

Further holdings can be made even more accessible through projects, such as, for example,
the portraits in our collections: The “DigiPortA”
project made portrait holdings available online,
together with a content description which makes
it possible to search for personal names, occupations, places, and dates and to do a full text
search. The connection to information on parent
collections and bequests or correspondence of
the relevant persons is especially valuable to
biographical or social historical researchers.
“DigiPortA” is innovative with the contextualization of the images not only in terms of content,
but also in the new way in which cooperation is
structured: The holdings of nine different archives of the Leibniz Association are brought together via the project portal and thus offer access to very different collections from the Deutsches Museum in Munich and the image archive
and document collection of the Herder Institute
to the German Maritime Museum or the German Entomological Institute. At the same time
this strengthens our network and position in our
research organization, the Leibniz Association.

i

31

32

CONVEYING

The goal of our work is to present and convey
knowledge to students, researchers and
interested private parties in an appealing and
useful way. We succeed in this afresh every day
with our digital resources, events, exhibitions and
lectures worldwide.

and

PRESENTING
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CONVEYING
convey [kənˈveɪ]
1
2
3

to take, carry, or transport from one place to another
to communicate (a message, information, etc)
(of a channel, path, etc) to conduct, transmit, or transfer

hat is the best way to convey the available materials and content to others?
To ﬁnd the best possible answer to this
question we are engaged with the usual communication tool – the media – in many ways.
Participating in a research cluster on “Cultural
Techniques and Their Mediatization” from 2008
to 2012 funded by the LOEWE excellence programme of the State of Hesse (an initiative for
supporting the development of scientiﬁc and
economic excellence in Hesse), made it possible to establish important bases for our work:
On the one hand, our staff was freed to work on
media and media-historical subjects for a period of up to ﬁve months – thus an enormous
knowledge pool could be created, which continues to beneﬁt the work of the Institute.

W

On the other hand, participation in the LOEWE
research cluster was central to the consolidation
of our network on media issues: Collaboration
with our Giessen partners proved particularly
sustainable and lives on in many current projects of the Herder Institute, above all with the
main applicant, the Centre for Media and Interactivity (ZMI), but also with the International Graduate Centre for the Study of Culture (GCSC) – in
which all our graduates at the Leibniz Graduate
School participate – or the Chair of History Didactics, whose incumbent, Prof. Oswalt, is now
one of our own Herder Chairs.

New projects were also launched on this basis,
such as the Leibniz Graduate School, which also
takes a media-historical approach, or a project
on “Visual History: Institutions and Media of
Visual Memory”. This investigates the conditions for the emergence of collective visual
memories in cooperation with the Centre for
Contemporary History (Potsdam), the Georg
Eckert Institute for International Textbook Research (Braunschweig) and the Deutsches Museum in Munich, paying special attention to the
institutions which generate, manage, utilize, archive and publish these images – or refrain
from publishing and keep them under lock and
key. In this context the Herder Institute focussed on the question of how the information of a
traditional archive visit – from the feel of the
originals to the random discoveries when
browsing – can be compensated or developed
in new information services.
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PRESENTING
present [prɪˈzent]
1
2
3

to introduce (a person) to another
to introduce to the public
to show; exhibit

resenting our work is important to us
– raising awareness of our research and
research service also increases their value
to others. Alongside our digital resources we
also appear in person, for example with the
latest editions from our publishing house at the
Leipzig and Frankfurt book fairs. In this way we
regularly introduce new publications to a wider
audience at well-attended events.

P

Our exhibitions, which are shown in the entire Central European region, have a signiﬁcant
impact. As open-air presentations, they reach
thousands of interested people, such as our
exhibitions of the aerial view of Wrocław and
Gdańsk in the interwar period. They are also
very popular as classic travelling exhibitions.

Our readings mainly presents us to the regional
public and also seeks to raise awareness of our
work. The selected texts are taken from Herder
Institute publications which deserve particular
attention or are related to our research. These
readings are accompanied by relevant materials
from the collections and the library. Some of the
texts provide a contemporary historical reference, such as in the reading for the 70th anniversary of the liberation of the Auschwitz-Birkenau
concentration camp with contributions from
personal accounts, diaries, novels and books of
poetry. The texts for this reading were selected
in the context of our “GeoBib” project.
“GeoBib” is funded by the Federal Ministry of
Education and Research in their eHumanities
programme and edited in cooperation with institutes of the Justus Liebig University Giessen,
with an ambitious goal: The ﬁrst, that is the most
contemporary, memories of the Holocaust and
life in the camps of the national socialist dictatorship are captured in an online portal. The
portal offers not only pure bibliographic records
of German and Polish literature, but signiﬁcantly enriches these data with links to information
about the authors, their reception, or library
resources. This information is transferred onto
cartographic material which makes it possible
to address new research questions. This type of
contextualization is interesting not only for academic research but also for university teaching,
school projects, or work at memorial sites.
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SURVEYING
and

EXPERIENCING

Our vertical aerial photographs provide a bird’s eye view of the
whole of East Central Europe – and we use our prominent position in
research to keep an eye on the latest studies and make it possible
for people to experience cultural assets.
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SURVEYING
survey [sɜːˈveɪ]
1
2
3

to view or consider in a comprehensive or general way
to examine carefully, as or as if to appraise value
to plot a detailed map of (an area of land) by measuring or
calculating distances and height

ur position on the castle hill gives us a
fantastic overview: Our webcam shows
this to anyone who is interested, even on
the other side of the globe. In order to keep our
research, projects and collaborations up to date,
we always need to be aware of the latest research developments. We achieve this through
our good network and the commitment of our

O

staff team. Staff can take leave for their own
research projects such as doctoral and habilitation dissertations or book projects, scholarships or fellowships at domestic and foreign institutions. Both individual researchers and the
Institute as a whole beneﬁt from these stays – we
receive new stimuli from outside, new networks
and new ideas.

Our map collection provides yet another kind of
survey of East Central Europe. It contains about
40,000 topographic and thematic maps from
the 16th to the 21st century and 6,300 vertical
aerial photographs dating from 1942 to 1945.
These holdings were the basis for the creation
of resources like the “Historical-Topographical
Atlas of Silesian Towns”, a current research project that illustrates the settlement development
of 34 Silesian towns with the aid of cartographic
materials from the 19th to the 21st centuries.
What is special about our atlas of towns is the

combination of a classic book publication and
interactive online application. Both forms of
publication feature maps, photographs, images
and text sources to represent all aspects of this
urban development. Yet the online publication
can do even more: Cross-fading maps from
different periods make it clear how the towns
changed over the centuries; townscapes,
photographs of buildings and aerial photographs are also directly embedded in the town
maps, thus giving a vivid impression of urban
development.

i
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EXPERIENCING
experience [ɪkˈspɪərɪəns]
1
2

to participate in or undergo
to be emotionally or aesthetically moved by; feel

he community that we experience in the
Institute as a place of encounter and social infrastructure is particularly important for the staff team. Many of our scholarship
holders keep in touch with us over decades by
joining our alumni network and we welcome
many of them back to us time and again. They
all contribute to the fact that we make East Central Europe tangible with all its historical depth
and potency: in exhibitions and publications, in
our online resources and reconstructions of historical realities. Themes range from experiences
of leisure time – such as the exhibition on Baltic
seaside resorts in the 19th and 20th centuries
– to war time. We take this to very different audiences, united by our interest in cultural history.
Academic conferences are aimed at both young
researchers (such as the annual summer school
in cooperation with various institutions or masterclasses for advanced graduate students) and
established international researchers.

T

One aspect of this which is attracting increasing attention is everyday life, as illustrated by
our project “World War II – Everyday Life under
German occupation”, which is funded by the
Leibniz Association. Together with cooperation partners and authorities from 15 European countries we are publishing an English edition of sources from the years 1939 to 1945, supplemented by post-war materials. The content
is also available as an online publication of transcriptions of the sources, with some facsimiles,
in the original language and English translation.
All the sources deal with the daily life and survival strategies of the local populations under
German occupation, experiences of scarcity,
domination and violence, expulsion and persecution. This focus on everyday life and transnational access is a research service innovation
which creates new opportunities for social, media and cultural studies.
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DEVELOPING
We are always happy to support scientiﬁc projects and make every effort to
assist you, whether with materials, bibliographical references, or contacts.
In the service of research we are even prepared to restore lost palaces ...

and

SUPPORTING
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DEVELOPING
develop [dɪˈvɛləp]
1
2

to come or bring to a later or more advanced or expanded stage
to come or bring into existence; generate or be generated

aturally the construction sector is not
one of our core competencies, but on
the castle hill we do also build and rebuild. From 2013 to 2015 the Herder Institute
was funded by federal and state governments
to develop a substantial extension. The main
building was complemented by a larger extension so that we would continue to have enough
space for our growing library holdings and collections. Above all this means better conditions
for users: In recent years due to lack of space
we had to store holdings externally, now they
will again be on our researchers’ desks in no
time after ordering. Our newly modernized and
renovated lecture theatre provides space and
equipment for conferences, workshops, lectures and, last but not least, for our Christmas
celebrations.

N

The Institute is not only developing in reality
but also virtually: the project “Digital 3D Reconstructions in Virtual Research Environments” is
using funding from the Leibniz Association to

develop a knowledge portal that provides 3D
reconstructions of ruined palaces from Baroque
times in the region of East Prussia, starting with
two case studies from Friedrichstein/Кamenka
(Russia) and Schlodien/Gładysze (Poland). The
user will be able to virtually walk through and
experience both the exterior and interior. The
project also serves as a model for the development of this sort of portal. In cooperation with
domestic and foreign partners in art history,
media and information studies we are developing standards for the web-based creation, documentation and presentation of 3D data sets on
destroyed buildings and works of art. The project is accompanied by seminars and ﬁeld trips
with students of the universities of Giessen,
Greifswald and Poznań. Furthermore, we are
developing an interactive exhibition for museums and an application for mobile devices (i.e.
smartphones or tablets) that allows you to take
a tour on the spot. Standing in the ruins of the
castles you can experience the rooms as they
appeared centuries ago.
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SUPPORTING
support [səˈpɔːt]
1
2
3

to give aid or courage to
to give strength to; maintain
to provide the necessities of life for (a family, person, etc.)

erder Institute supports all researchers
and interested parties, whether digitally
in our web resources and online databases, or very practically in our analogue user
service on site. We make every effort to advise
and help, regardless of the research question
and who makes the request, whether established teachers, students or private researchers.
We refer inquiries to further holdings in house
or to contact persons within the Herder Institute
or outside its walls.

H

Of course we can support longer-stay researchers especially comprehensively, for example through participation in our scholarship programme. Interested persons, especially from abroad, can apply with a research project that relates to our collections and holdings.
Every year this programme has about 25 participants from very different countries of origin and
academic cultures, working on a wide variety of
research subjects, who provide us with a wealth
of ideas for our own work. The beneﬁciaries
appreciate their stay: The Leibniz-DAAD Fellows, recognized postdoctoral researchers who
have qualiﬁed for a one-year fellowship through
the prestigious programme of our umbrella association, and the participants in the Alexander
von Humboldt Foundation fellowship programme.

Calls for papers, conferences, and new project
ideas all beneﬁt from our staff ’s diverse specialist, professional and national backgrounds: We
work together in theory and practice to fulﬁl our
key tasks to collect a variety of materials on the
history of East Central Europe, to make them accessible and available for use. The feedback we
get from our users every day tells us that we are
on the right track. A visit to the Herder Institute
– whether real or virtual – is worthwhile for anyone interested in the history and culture of East
Central Europe. We look forward to your visit!
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